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Welcome to Family Medicine Advocacy Rounds — the American Academy of Family
Physicians' monthly tip sheet to educate, engage and update you on the latest policy issues
affecting family physicians and their patients.

Family Physicians Weigh in on Appropriations

Why it matters: There are several primary care priorities in the fiscal-year 2026 Labor, Health
and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies appropriations bill as Congress finalizes
federal spending.

The Labor-HHS appropriations bill provides critical funding for agencies and programs family
physicians and their patients rely on for access to care, research to improve the efficacy and
safety of health care and medical treatments, essential primary care workforce programs, and
disease prevention and health promotion efforts.

What we’re working on: The AAFP supports funding for several health care priorities, including
the following.

¢ Robust funding for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, which is critical to
supporting activities and programs that protect the health of our communities. The AAFP
joined the CDC Coalition, a nonpartisan coalition of over 150+ organizations committed


https://www.aafp.org/dam/AAFP/documents/advocacy/prevention/vaccines/LT-Congress-CDCFunding-040925.pdf
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to strengthening public health infrastructure and prevention programs, in a letter to
Congress urging funding.

e The AAFP joined the Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids in signing letters to
appropriations leaders requesting $310 million for the CDC’s Office on Smoking and
Health in FY 2026 to invest in tobacco prevention and cessation programs. These will
protect kids, save lives and reduce the cost of treating tobacco-caused disease.

AAFP Shares Recommendations for Al in Health Care

Why it matters: The family medicine experience is based on a deeply personal patient-
physician interaction that often requires support from technology, including artificial intelligence,
to optimize care. The AAFP is identifying ways technology solutions, including artificial
intelligence (Al), can reduce the administrative burdens that take family physicians away from
what they care most about: taking care of patients.

What we’re working on:

The AAFP is a member of the Health IT End Users Alliance, which recently finalized policy
recommendations for the use of Al in health care.

o The Al consensus statement outlines the key issues related to the use of Al in health
care, including opportunities and challenges, followed by a set of recommended policy
principles for the federal government and private industry to undertake.

e These principles focus on the health care industry's responsibilities when using Al
particularly regarding safety and transparency; liability; privacy; security; administrative
burden and workflow incorporation; end-user education, participation and leadership;
accessibility and usability; mitigating bias; and Al use in payment and coverage
activities.

e This consensus statement supports the AAFP’s ongoing advocacy regarding the
importance of responsible and secure Al development, training, implementation and
monitoring.


https://hitenduser.org/

o Mandi Neff, the AAFP’s regulatory and policy strategist, moderated a panel titled
"Artificial Intelligence From the End-User’s Perspective" on April 8 as part of the
American Health Information Management Association's ongoing Washington Update
series.

e The panel provided an opportunity for the AAFP to connect with health information
experts across the country and highlight our perspective on the ever-expanding adoption
and use of Al in health care. Properly designed Al tools offer family physicians the
opportunity to reduce administrative burden and to spend more time with their patients,
though there are still many transparency, liability and education-related questions that
need to be addressed to guarantee these tools' safety and prevent adverse patient
outcomes.

CMS Releases 2026 IPPS Proposed Rule

On April 11, CMS released the fiscal-year 2026 Hospital Inpatient Prospective Payment
Systems proposed rule. As the largest funder of graduate medical education, Medicare plays a
significant role in addressing physician maldistribution and disparate access to care across the
nation.

While technical changes have been proposed to a few of the calculations involved in direct GME
and to the new Transforming Episode Accountability Model, the core tenets of both GME and
TEAM are proposed to remain the same.

We appreciate CMS’ ongoing recognition of the importance of primary care continuity through
the TEAM Mandatory Model. The AAFP supports the role of family physicians in providing
continuity of care to their patients in all settings, both directly and by coordinating care with other
health care professionals.

What We’re Reading

e Medicaid isn’'t a handout — it’s a lifeline. This is the message that family physician
leaders in Alaska, Maine and Missouri shared with senators ahead of the budget
reconciliation. Read more in the Anchorage Daily News, the Bangor Daily News and
the Kansas City Star.

e Cynthia Chen-Joea, D.O., M.P.H., C.P.H., FAAFP, an AAFP board member, talked with
Chief Healthcare Executive in a recent interview about ways to improve maternal
health. Four in five maternal deaths are preventable, federal officials say.

o AAFP board member Sarah Sams, M.D., FAAFP, spoke to Healio about the importance
of bolstering vaccine confidence amid a resurgence of measles.

For the latest policy updates on family medicine, follow us at @aafp advocacy.


https://ahima.org/education-events/events/free-webinar-artificial-intelligence-from-the-end-user-s-perspective/?utm_campaign=10531936-Policy%20Panel%20Webinar&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8Xt91Rhar3aJl54xGhMl0U9iS6QZaKuEloC_FDmbNX9k2HKzjNZe6ue47jPt55GpRWOX7G3qgDwt0UhFamxw9nfPhhCA&_hsmi=355978124&utm_content=355978124&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.adn.com/opinions/2025/03/24/opinion-as-a-family-physician-in-alaska-i-see-firsthand-that-medicaid-isnt-a-handout-its-a-lifeline/
https://www.bangordailynews.com/2025/03/12/opinion/letters/family-physicians-cutting-medicaid-will-harm-health-and-economy-of-maine-joam40zk0w/
https://www.kansascity.com/opinion/readers-opinion/guest-commentary/article302368304.html
https://www.chiefhealthcareexecutive.com/view/focusing-on-the-postpartum-period-to-reduce-maternal-deaths
https://www.chiefhealthcareexecutive.com/view/more-than-4-in-5-maternal-deaths-can-be-avoided-we-have-much-more-work-to-do-
https://www.healio.com/news/primary-care/20250408/measles-outbreaks-raise-difficult-ethical-question-turn-away-unvaccinated-patients
https://twitter.com/AAFP_advocacy

policy newsletter, Family Medicine Advocacy Rounds

Stay Informed with AAFP Advocacy
Follow us on Twitter @aafp_advocacy and read AAFP’s =
‘m

HHEH

About American Academy of Family Physicians

Founded in 1947, the AAFP represents 128,300 physicians and medical students nationwide. It
is the largest medical society devoted solely to primary care. Family physicians conduct
approximately one in five office visits — that’s 192 million visits annually or 48 percent more
than the next most visited medical specialty. Today, family physicians provide more care for
America’s underserved and rural populations than any other medical specialty. Family
medicine’s cornerstone is an ongoing, personal patient-physician relationship focused on
integrated care. To learn more about the specialty of family medicine and the AAFP's positions
on issues and clinical care, visit www.aafp.org. For information about health care, health
conditions and wellness, please visit the AAFP’s consumer website, www.familydoctor.org
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